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You are a country with limited resources with a large number of refugees passing through. You are not in the European Union at the moment but you want to be accepted. When refugees arrive you process them and do your best to help them but it is difficult because there are so many people. There aren’t lots of jobs in your country- people make money mainly by making and doing things other people need e.g. farming and building or through tourism. You want to show the rest of the world that your country is a modern nation but you can’t do as much as you would like to do to help.

Your concerns- You are already a poor country, you don’t think that you can look after many refugees. You know that most of the refugees don’t want to stay in your country but you are worried that if other countries don’t take them then they will have to stay. You don’t know how to make room for all the people.

What do you want other people to do? You feel like you are doing as much as you can and you want your neighbours to do their bit as well.

















UK

You are a wealthy island nation far away from the conflict- the kind of nation that refugees really want to come and live in. You have a reputation for having a government that helps people and this makes your country somewhere that people really want to live in. Lots of the refugees already speak your language so life would be easier for them. Inside your country there are lots of problems with poverty and this is often blamed on immigration- it means that the country is split about whether to allow everyone who wants to come into the country to do so. Your government cares about refugees and feels it is doing a lot already- giving more money to refugee camps than anyone else. Because you are an island you have a bit more control over who comes into your country than places that have a land border do- but you also rely on the country on the other side of the water to help you make sure that people don’t cross the water.

Your concerns- You have a strong country but there are a lot of social problems and you are worried that your government can’t support everyone who needs its help already and this will get worse if there are more people. You are worried that if you start to let refugees come in then you won’t be able to stop the flow of people and it might be unmanageable. You know that once people are inside the European Union then they can travel freely to the UK and this is a problem for you. You know that some of the poorest and weakest refugees aren’t the ones who are travelling through Europe but rather the ones very near the war zones in camps and you want to make sure they get help too.

What do you want other people to do? You want all countries to share the load of taking refugees, but also some people in your government think the best thing to do is to stop refugees needing to leave their homes in the first place. This means that you are thinking about ways to stop the war, and also to make sure that the people who get to your shores are the ones who most need to be there. You need other countries to control their borders in order to keep yours safe. 

GREECE

You are one of the first safe places that Refugees arrive in when they cross the sea from the Middle East to enter Europe. This means that you have a lot of people arriving every day. Many refugees arrive on your islands and there isn’t a lot of room for them as the main thing that happens on these islands is tourism and they aren’t well equipped for dealing with lots of people. 

You are having a lot of trouble with your economy and there are lots of people who don’t have jobs. This means that people are looking for someone to blame for the fact that life is hard and refugees are easy targets. There are some political parties that are against the refugees and are campaigning and asking people to say that they should leave or not come at all. You want to be able to be welcoming, but you have a lot of your own problems and you are overwhelmed by the huge number of people arriving on your shores. 

Your concerns- Your economy is weak, which means that you don’t really have the money or jobs to support lots of people arriving. Because you have a sea border, many of the people who come to you have come on dangerous journeys over the sea and this means that they are really desperate to escape as they are taking big risks to get across the sea. You want to find a way to stop them taking these risks.

What do you want other people to do?

You want help with the number of people who are coming and need resources to help them like food and clothes. You know that you have asked for a lot from other countries recently but you feel that the situation is really bad and the number of people arriving is big enough to need to ask for help. You want other countries to help control the flow of people by treating refugees well. 




GERMANY

You are a huge central European country with a strong economy. Your prime minister feels that your country is strong enough to take all the refugees who want to come. You think that taking refugees is a duty that you can’t ignore and you have said that you are able to take as many people who want to come as long as they can get to Germany. You consider yourself a leader in Europe and you want the way that you act to influence the way that other European countries make decisions about what to do as well. You feel that the history of how Jews and other refugees were once treated by European countries means that this new situation is a chance to repair the bad decisions that were made in the past and you think that other countries should learn the same lessons.

Your concerns- You are worried that other countries are using the fact that you have said you will take refugees as an excuse not to take any themselves. It seems to you that all the refugees in Europe seem to want to go to Germany now and whilst you are pleased, you are also concerned that you just can’t manage all the people. Some of your cities are now ‘full’- they have no shelter space left and you are having to search really hard to find places for the refugees to go. Because all the burden is falling on you, your citizens are getting annoyed at the other countries as it is hard work to make room for everyone and they feel that people aren’t sharing the responsibility as they should.

What do you want other people to do? 
You want other countries in Europe to follow your lead. At the moment you think  people feel they are contributing because they are allowing refugees safe passage to Germany but you think that’s not really helping and that all countries should share the load and take in refugees. You want people to follow your good example and not to just leave you to carry the burden. 



HUNGARY

You are another country that is close to where refugees enter the European union and a huge number of people have arrived through your borders. Your country does not have a good attitude towards refugees and you don’t really want people to come. You have tried to close your border and to help those who were already in Hungary to get to the other side and continue their journey. When refugees arrive in Hungary they can get put into holding camps- you don’t want to encourage them to come and there is a lot of pressure from people to keep refugees away. The problem is that there are so many people and your border is long- this means people try and break through. Since you built the fence people have started to try other ways into Europe and this makes you pleased.

Your concerns- You don’t really want lots of refugees- you feel like it isn’t really your duty to take people and you have questioned whether all these people really need to come to Europe at all. In your country there is a lot of anger and bad feeling towards the refugees and you don’t want lots of new people to stay in your cities.

What do you want other people to do? You think the refugee crisis is a German problem- they should never have said people are welcome to come! You think the reason that there are so many people coming is that they know that they can get a new life in Germany and because of this you think that Germany and other countries who have been welcoming to refugees need to sort out the mess. You want richer countries to take the refugees and you want other countries to support you in defending your borders. 








FRANCE

You also have a sea border with North Africa and over the past 10-15 years a large number of refugees and migrants from places like Algeria and Morocco have come to live in France. This has been good for France in some people’s opinions but it has also led to a lot more poverty and there is some racism towards the immigrants. France has had a lot of economic problems as well and there is a feeling in the country that it is expensive (too expensive) to have too may more people. You know that a lot of the people coming into France actually want to get to the UK because they speak English but to get to the UK they have to go through the channel tunnel and the UK really really wants you to stop this. There have been violent clashes between refugees and migrants and your police at the entrance to the tunnel and British border police have come to help as well.

Your concerns- You have experienced the impact of large migration over the past few years and it has led to a number of social problems. This makes you less keen on having any more refugees than you might have been- you feel you can see into the future and you are reluctant because of that. You are worried about crime and disease in the camps of refugees that have set up around the entrance to the channel tunnel but you aren’t providing much support for people as it is politically unpopular and expensive.

What you want other people to do-  You want other countries to share the burden and to help with the large number of people who are arriving in Europe. You need Britain to help you deal with the people waiting to get through the channel tunnel and you want an agreement with other European countries about how many people everyone will take.

